
Key Stage 3  Work: Monday 13th July to Friday 17th July
A collaboration between the English, Humanities and ADT&T Faculties

Tasks

1) Read through the information below about Black Lives Matter. We have put 
together some examples of poems, illustrations, quotations and articles to help 
you to think about some of the things that are happening at the moment as 
well as the historical background to this topic.

2) Contribute to the ‘Black Lives Matter Gallery’. We would like you to add your 
own pieces of writing and art to show your feelings about this movement. 
There are more details about this on page 5.

What is Black Lives Matter? 

 #BlackLivesMatter was founded in 2013 in response to when 17 year old Trayvon Martin’s

killer was acquitted (allowed to go free) after he claimed it was self-defence.

 It is a global organisation in the US, UK, and Canada, whose mission is to stamp out white

supremacy (the racist belief that white people are above people of other races).

 Their vision is that by combating and going against acts of violence and creating space for

Black imagination and innovation, that they will win immediate improvements for Black lives.



Why are people protesting? 

You may seen the recent protests which were sparked by the killing of George Floyd by a 
policeman in the United States of America.  

However, despite these recent events, it’s important for us to recognise that the protests have not 

started just because of them.  

People are protesting against centuries of racial discrimination and police brutality. The 

protests have now spread from America to the UK and other countries across the world.  

Below, please find some graphic 
cartoons explaining why 'Black Lives 

Matters' is important and why 'All Lives 
Matters' is not the appropriate 

response. 



The Triangular Trade 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy7fr82/revision/1) 

The slave trade brought vast wealth to British ports and merchants, but conditions were horrific. 

Slaves were moved on the ‘Middle Passage’ of the triangular trade route. Many did not survive. 

The Middle Passage: 

• Conditions

The voyage from Africa to the New World of the Americas was called the Middle Passage. Slave ships 

usually took between six and eleven weeks to complete the voyage. 

Slave ships made large profits by carrying as many slaves as possible across the Atlantic to sell at 

auction. There were two methods of loading the ship: 

• Cross section of a slave ship

Tight pack - this method involved packing as 

many slaves into the hold as possible. 

It was expected that some would die but a 

large number would survive the voyage. A 

ship’s hold was cramped - only five feet high, 

with a shelf running round the edge to carry 

yet more slaves. The slaves were loaded in so 

close together that one captain described 

them as being 'like books on a shelf'. 

The History of The Slave Trade

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy7fr82/revision/1


Loose pack - fewer slaves were loaded, giving them more space to lie out. 

o More slaves survived the voyage, so less money was lost.

Cramped - Slaves were chained and movement was restricted. Slaves were unable to go to the toilet 

and had to lie in their own filth. Sickness quickly spread. Slaves were all chained together. If a slave 

died, the body could remain in the hold for hours, still chained to other living slaves. The state of the 

hold would quickly become unbearable – dark, stuffy and stinking. Aside from the heat and the foul 

air, there could be so little oxygen that a candle would not burn. 

Food - African slaves were often unable to digest the food carried by the European crew, making the 

sickness worse. Many weakened quickly and died. Sick slaves were often denied food and left to die. 

Mistreatment and humiliation - The crew often mistreated the slaves – 

o Slaves were usually forced to dance on deck for an hour a day to keep them fit. Any

resistance was dealt with harshly by floggings from the crew.

o Some slaves became suicidal. There are accounts of slaves drowning by throwing

themselves overboard rather than enduring any more.

Sickness - Sickness on board a slave ship would often spread to the crew as well, killing many. The 

death rate among the slaves however, was horrific. It is estimated that 15–16 per cent of slaves died 

on the Middle Passage. 

In 1788 British MP William Dolben put forward a bill to regulate conditions on board slave ships. He 

described horrors of slaves chained hand and foot, stowed like herrings in a barrel and stricken 

with putrid and fatal disorders. The Act was passed and controlled the number of captives a ship was 

permitted to carry, according to its weight. Dolben’s Act also ordered all slave ships to carry a doctor 

who had to keep records about the enslaved Africans on board. 

These doctors received bonuses according to the number of Africans who survived the journey. 

Conditions however remained appalling. 



Black Lives Matter Gallery 

People have long used the power of words to communicate their feelings and emotions about 

racial discrimination.  

Words can change people’s views and change the world. 

It is important that we listen and hear the voices of those who are suffering and find a way to 

communicate our own feelings. 

Your task this week: we want you to add to the gallery. 

The only criteria is that you use words to communicate how you’re feeling. This might be using 

words to show your support of the Black Lives Matter movement or it might be to express your 

personal emotions and reaction to racism.  

Read through the gallery below to see examples of powerful words in action. 

You could write:  

 A poem

 A song

 A short story

 A speech

 An article

 A placard (a printed or handwritten notice or sign for public display)

 An original illustration

 An illustration of one of the powerful quotations in the gallery below



The Power of Song

Keedron Bryant 

A 12-year-old gospel singer named Keedron Bryant posted an original song about the realities of being 

a young black man. In the wake of George Floyd's death, the boy's song has become a rallying cry. "Just 

singing what’s on my heart...hope this blesses someone," Bryant wrote about the song on Instagram. 

Watch here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arYjPsqlk4I 

I’m a young black man   

Doin’ all that I can  

To stand,  

Oh but when I look around 

And I see what’s being done to my 

kind Every day,  

I’m being hunted as prey,  

My people don’t want know trouble  

We’ve had enough struggle,  

I just wanna live,  

God protect me,  

I just wanna live,  

I just wanna live 

Leah Music

A 16-year-old  singer, Leah, posted her original 
song 'A Letter To The World' on Youtube. 

Watch here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TRkZwWzzV2o

“What is it that we have done to you? 

Is that the kind of you role that you and him want 
to presume 

Why do you see us differently when we’re the 
same as you? 

The colour of our skin is the main reason that you 
shoot"

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arYjPsqlk4I


The Power of Poetry

Benjamin Zephaniah 

One of the UKs most best modern-day poets writes in No Problem about his experience of racial abuse 

and the failures of the education system. 

Watch Zephaniah read his poem here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhaXDfIGGzA 

No Problem  

I am not de problem 

But I bear de brunt 

Of the silly playground taunts 

An racist stunts, 

I am not de problem 

I am born academic 

But dey got me on de run 

Now im a branded athletic 

I am not de problem 

If yu give I a chance 

I can teach yu of Timbuktu 

I can do more dan dance 

I am not de problem 

I greet yu wid a smile 

Yu put me in a pigeon hole 

But i am versatile 

These conditions may affect me 

As I get older, 

An I am positively sure 

I have no chips on my shoulders, 

Black is not de problem 

Mother country get it right 

An juss fe de record, 

Sum of me best friends are white. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhaXDfIGGzA


Maya Angelou  

Angelou was an acclaimed American poet and civil rights activist. ‘Equality’ addresses how black 

women are seen and treated in the eyes of men and calls for an end to gender and racial inequality. 

Equality 

You declare you see me dimly 

through a glass which will not shine, 

though I stand before you boldly, 

trim in rank and marking time. 

You do own to hear me faintly 

as a whisper out of range, 

while my drums beat out the message 

and the rhythms never change. 

Equality, and I will be free. 

Equality, and I will be free. 

You announce my ways are wanton, 

that I fly from man to man, 

but if I'm just a shadow to you, 

could you ever understand? 

We have lived a painful history, 

we know the shameful past, 

but I keep on marching forward, 

and you keep on coming last. 

Equality, and I will be free. 

Equality, and I will be free. 

Take the blinders from your vision,  

take the padding from your ears, 

and confess you've heard me crying, 

and admit you've seen my tears. 

Hear the tempo so compelling, 

hear the blood throb in my veins. 

Yes, my drums are beating nightly, 

and the rhythms never change. 

Equality, and I will be free. 

Equality, and I will be free. 



The Power of Articles 

BBC News - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbe

at-52877803 

Buzzfeed News - 

https://www.buzzfeednews.co

m/article/adeonibada/john-

boyega-attended-a-black-lives-

matter-protest-in-london 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-52877803
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-52877803
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/adeonibada/john-boyega-attended-a-black-lives-matter-protest-in-london
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/adeonibada/john-boyega-attended-a-black-lives-matter-protest-in-london
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/adeonibada/john-boyega-attended-a-black-lives-matter-protest-in-london
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/adeonibada/john-boyega-attended-a-black-lives-matter-protest-in-london


The Power of Prose 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

The Hate U Give is a novel about a teenage girl who grapples with racism, police brutality, and activism 

after witnessing her black friend murdered by the police. 

“One was the usual birds and bees. Well, I didn't really 

get the usual version. My mom, Lisa, is a registered 

nurse, and she told me what went where, and what 

didn't need to go here, there, or any damn where till 

I'm grown. Back then, I doubted anything was going 

anywhere anyway. While all the other girls sprouted 

breasts between sixth and seventh grade, my chest was 

as flat as my back. 

The other talk was about what to do if a cop stopped 

me. 

Momma fussed and told Daddy I was too young for 

that. He argued that I wasn't too young to get arrested 

or shot. 

"Starr-Starr, you do whatever they tell you to do," he 

said. "Keep your hands visible. Don't make any sudden 

moves. Only speak when they speak to you." 

I knew it must've been serious. Daddy has the biggest 

mouth of anybody I know, and if he said to be quiet, I 

needed to be quiet.” 

The Power of Quotations 

“The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don’t have any.” 
— Alice Walker 

“In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” 
— Dr Martin Luther King Jr 

“To sin by silence when they should protest makes cowards of men.” 
— Ella Wheeler Wilcox 

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant 
has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate 
your neutrality.”  
— Archbishop Desmond Tutu 



What makes powerful graphics and illustrations ? 

An art and design movement called “constructivist” thought good design needed to have high 

impact, so used limited colours and bold lines.  Mostly they used white, black and red.  You might 

recognise the clenched hand from the first page, it was originally used in designs by a Russian 

Constructivist and was used to promote communism. It is nice to see it being used for new reasons.    

When creating your illustration you might like to use the same limited colours.  You might like to 

use bold simple shapes and line  and simple messages or single words.  You could even try and use 

Pixlr.com to do your design work on computer. 

Ideas to help you create an illustration from a poem and piece of text  

Simple is best when it comes to illustration   

An illustrator and artist that inspires me is Keith Haring.  His super simple use of line and colour is 

both heart-warming and powerful.   

The Power of Illustrations 



Using simple images based on the words is a good place to start. Good illustrators take inspiration 

by looking at the work of others.  Some of these examples may provide a good starting point for 

your own illustration.

. 
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Book list for ages 9-12

Children of Blood And 
Bone 
Author: Tomi Adeyemi 
Publisher: Pan Macmillan 
Age: 11+ 
Also available as an ebook, 
Audio CD and audiobook 

Ghost Boys 
Author: Jewell Parker 
Rhodes 
Publisher: Orion 
Children’s Books 
Age: 9+ 
Also available as an 
ebook 

Crongton Knights 
Author: Alex Wheatle  
Publisher: Little Brown 
Books 
Age: 11+ 
Also available as an 
ebook 

This Book is Anti-Racist 
Author: Tiffany Jewell 
Illustrator: Aurelia Durand 
Publisher: White Lion 
Publishing  
Age: 9+ 
Also available as an ebook 

The Crossover 
Author: Kwame Alexander 
Publisher: Andersen Press 
Age: 9+ 
Also available as an ebook 
and audiobook 

Clean Getaway 
Author: Nic Stone 
Illustrator: Camilla Ru 
Publisher: Knights Of 
Age: 9+ 
Also available as an 
ebook 

The Faraway Truth 
Author: Janae Marks 
Publisher: Chicken House 
Age: 9+ 
Also available as an ebook 

If you want to read more about this, why not 
try some fiction?
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Book list for ages 13-16 

Noughts & Crosses 
Author: Malorie Blackman 
Publisher: Penguin 
Age: 11+ 
Also available as an ebook, 
Audio CD and audiobook 

Slay 
Author: Brittney Morris 
 Publisher: Hachette 
Age: 13+ 
Also available as an 
ebook and audiobook 

The Hate U Give 
Author: Angie Thomas 
Publisher: Walker Books 
Age: 13+ 
Also available as an ebook 

How High The Moon 
Author: Karyn Parsons 
Publisher: Penguin 
Age: 13+ 
Also available as an ebook 

Dear Martin 
Author: Nic Stone 
Publisher: Simon & 
Schuster 
Age: 13+ 
Also available as an ebook 

On The Come Up 
Author: Angie Thomas  
Publisher: Walker Books 
Age: 13+ 
Also available as an 
ebook and audiobook      

American Street 
Author: Ibi Zoboi 
Publisher: HarperCollins 
Age: 13+ 
Also available as an ebook 

Orangeboy 
Author: Patrice Lawrence 
Publisher: Hodder 
Children’s Books 
Age: 13+ 
Also available as an ebook 
and audiobook 

If you want to read more 
about this, why not try some 
fiction?

http://literacyfamilyzone.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3eP1VkBd4bKg80bP3Sh1Qsi7aEehNMcK0dA0CvJ8ya8z1ouPfcv3b-wyA



