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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are delighted to be welcoming year 11 and 13 back in to school tomorrow.  I am sure you have many 

questions regarding arrangements for the upcoming months in relation to examination grades for your 

son/daughter.  Whilst the exact details are yet to be communicated in full by some exam boards, however, I can 

share the overall framework of process.  

As a school we are clear that “grades should reflect the standard at which a student is working, assessed only on 

the content that their teachers have taught, so that the grade, as far as possible, reflects what a student knows, 

understands and can do”.  The process that we will be following will enable students to receive a grade that fairly 

reflects their current progress; it will enable students to demonstrate improvements over the coming weeks that 

can be reflected in the final grade.  Three documents that will help give more information on our guiding 

principles are for this process: 

 Department for Education - What you need to know about exams 2021 

 Outcome from exam consultation 

 Letter from Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education to Ofqual 

Whilst we will not be able to share the grade with students or parents in advance, we will be making sure the 

process we will be following is clear.  Included in this letter is a useful leaflet to help simplify the process for you. 

Schools are required to submit grades on the 18th June, and there are 11 school weeks between now and then.  

These 11 weeks will be split into three phases 

Phase One – 9th March – Easter holidays.  Students return to school and are taught high quality lessons in 

preparation for two weeks of assessments.  These assessments will take place between 22nd March and 1st April.  

Assessments will be undertaken in the classroom setting and invigilators/teachers may supervise these 

assessments. Moderation of these papers will be undertaken to ensure marking is fair and accurate. 

Phase Two – Summer term – May half term break.  Six weeks of classroom teaching and assessment, including 

moderation. This will be carried out in such a way so as to allow students to demonstrate their aptitudes in each 

qualification, including any improvements they have made.  There will be whole school coordination to ensure 

this process is not overwhelming for students.   
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Phase Three – May/June - Internal moderation of exam grades. This will be a three tiered approach reflecting on 

all evidence available that will involve class room teacher, Heads of Department and the Leadership Teams within 

schools and across the Activate Learning Education Trust. 

We will be sharing further information on each phase over the coming weeks as we receive further information 

from the exam boards. 

With this in mind, it is imperative that students come back to school, aim for excellent attendance, continue to 

work hard on the curriculum content and assignments and do their very best, as evidence is critical in determining 

their grades. Subject areas will guide students in line with exam board rules and support them throughout the 

process, we will provide opportunities for students to improve work and the grades achieved. We aim to 

complete this period with as little stress as possible put on the students through what is going to be a challenging 

time, our staff are fully committed to supporting them throughout the process 

 The results days have been confirmed as 10 August for AS and A level, and 12 August for GCSE.  Year 11 prom has 

been provisionally booked for the 6th July 2021 which we hope will go ahead in accordance with the government 

road map for easing of restrictions. Confirmation on year 13 leaving date will be made once more guidance has 

been received by schools. 

We are confident that, with your support, our teachers will be able to continue the hard work our students have 

put in throughout the year, including lockdown, and achieve the grades they deserve. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Charlotte Badarello 

Deputy Headteacher 

 


