
 

 

  
Key Stage 3 Mathematics 

Unit 1: Number skills 
Glossary Year 8 

Keyword Definition  

Addition The operation of adding 

Cube numbers Numbers multiplied by themselves three times e.g. 1, 8, 
27, 64, 125 

Cube root The inverse of cubing 

Denominator The bottom part of a fraction 

Decomposition The breaking down of a number into prime factors 

Division To share out equally 

Factor A number that divides exactly (no remainder) into 
another number 

Factor tree A diagram showing factors of a number 

Fraction A number written as one integer divided by a non-zero 
integer 

HCF Highest Common Factor; largest positive integer that 
exactly divides two or more non-zero integers 

Index law A rule used to simplify powers 

Integer A whole number, positive, negative or zero. 

LCM  Lowest Common Multiple; smallest positive integer that 
2 or more integers exactly divide into 

Multiplication The operation of multiplying 

Multiple A number multiplied by an integer 

Numerator The top part of the fraction 

Pence The smallest UK unit of money 

Pounds A currency used in the UK, 1 pound = 100 pence. 

Prime A number that has exactly 2 factors, the number itself 
and the number 1 

Power An exponent or index 

Roots The inverse operation of squaring, cubing, etc. 

Square numbers A number multiplied by itself eg. 1, 4, 9, 16, 25, 36, . . 

Square root The inverse of squaring. 

Subtraction The operation of taking away. 

Zero A number indicating nothing; number which, when 
added to any integer, gives the same integer back 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Key Stage 3 Mathematics 
Unit 2: Lines and angles 

Glossary Year 8 
Keyword Definition  

Alternate  When a transversal crosses 2 coplanar (and usually 
parallel) lines, the angles made on opposite sides of the 
transversal with the 2 lines 

Corresponding When a transversal crosses 2 coplanar (and usually 
parallel) lines, the angles made on the same side by the 
transversal and the 2 lines 

Exterior angle An angle outside a polygon made by one side of the 
polygon and an extended line from an adjacent side 

Interior angle An angle inside a polygon made by two adjacent sides 

Proof A convincing chain of reasoning to show that a 
mathematical statement is true 

Protractor  A piece of mathematical used to measure angles in 
degrees 

Quadrilateral A four-sided polygon 

Sum An adding operation 

Triangle A three-sided polygon 

Vertically opposite Non-adjacent angles made when 2 straight lines cross 


