
 
GCSE Scheme of Learning 

 

Subject: Art and Design: Photography   

Exam board: AQA 

Link to specification: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-

8206/specification-at-a-glance 

Coursework requirements:  A sustained project developed in response to a subject, theme, task or 
brief evidencing the journey from initial engagement with an idea(s) to the realisation of 
intentions. This will give students the opportunity to demonstrate, through an extended creative 
response, their ability to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or understanding 
from across their course of study. 

 Content Skills Assessment 

Term 1 
 

"Where I am at" - A 
project focusing location 
and the world around us. 
Students will use the 
formal elements, e.g view 
through, repetition, line 
and close up to develop 
good compositional skills 
when taking their images.  
 

 Recording 
observations with 
the camera and 
focusing on 
compositional skills 
e.g lighting, 
viewpoint, aperture, 
depth of field, 
shutter speed and 
movement 

 Annotation and 
analysis 

 Presentation of 
digital work using 
Power point 

 Research into 
theme and artists. 

 Mind maps into 
areas that surround 
the project. 

Assessment 
Objective 3 
 
Recording 
observations and 
insights relevant to 
intentions as the 
work progresses.   

Term 2 
 

"Where I am at" - 
Students will be exploring 
and researching the work 
of photographers to 
inspire their work. 
Students will replicate 
and be inspired by 
photographers work 
practically.  
 

 Research into 
theme and artists 
that supports 
project 

 Exploring wider 
context connected 
to theme.  

 Artist copies 
focusing on style 
and technique 

 Images to be taken 
in response to 
artists’ work.  

 Artist 
interpretations 

 Artist essays  

Assessment 
Objective 1 
 
Develop ideas 
through 
investigations, 
demonstrating 
critical 
understanding of 
sources. 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/specification-at-a-glance
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Term 3 
 

"Where I am at" -  
Students will be 
exploring a variety of 
manipulation 
techniques to develop 
their work. Introduction 
to Photoshop and other 
online software will be 
taught allowing 
students to edit their 
work.    

 

 Editing and 
enhancements 
techniques 
through various 
software. 

 Research editing 
and manipulation 
techniques.  

 To develop work 
practically and 
digitally.  

 Presentation of 
work  

Assessment Objective 
2 
 
Refine work by 
exploring ideas, 
selecting and 
experimenting with 
media, materials, 
techniques and 
processes. 
 

Term 4 
 

"Where I am at" -  
Students will be 
designing and creating 
a personal response 
based on the success 
they have had in their 
project, bringing it to 
conclusion. 

 

 Develop design 
ideas to support 
presentation and 
production of a final 
outcome. 

 To have strong 
personal meaning 
for work.  

 Highlighting success 
through project and 
using this to 
develop outcome. 

 Produce a final 
response. 

 Evaluate the 
response.  

Assessment Objective 
4 
 
Presenting a personal 
and meaningful 
response that 
realises intentions 
and demonstrates 
understanding of 
visual language. 

Term 5 
 

   

Term 6 
 

   

Year 11 

Term 1 
 

"Portraiture" Project to 
focus on the idea of 
identity and portraiture. 
Developing studio 
lighting skills.  
 

 Basic editing and 
enhancements 
techniques and skills 
to manipulate 
images.  

 To explore complex 
editing techniques 
to increase level of 
challenge.  

 To use internet 
software for editing 
along with device 
manipulation of 
images. 

Assessment 
objective 2 
 
Refine work by 
exploring ideas, 
Selecting and 
experimenting with 
media, materials, 
techniques and 
processes. 
 

Term 2 
 

"Portraiture" Project to 
focus on the idea of 
identity and portraiture. 

 Basic editing and 
enhancements 
techniques and skills 

Assessment 
objective 2 
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Developing studio 
lighting skills.  
 

to manipulate 
images.  

 To explore complex 
editing techniques 
to increase level of 
challenge.  

 To use internet 
software for editing 
along with device 
manipulation of 
images. 

Refine work by 
exploring ideas, 
Selecting and 
experimenting with 
media, materials, 
techniques and 
processes. 
 

Term 3 
 

"Portraiture - Students 
exploring the work of 
others to inspire their 
work. Responding to 
the work of others and 
the world around us. 
 

 Research into 
theme and artists 
that supports 
project 

 Exploring wider 
context connected 
to theme.  

 Artist copies 
focusing on style 
and technique 

 Images to be taken 
in response to 
artists’ work.  

 Artist 
interpretations 

Artist essays  

Assessment 
Objective 1 
 
Develop ideas 
through 
investigations, 
demonstrating 
critical 
understanding of 
sources. 
 

Term 4 
 

"Portraiture - Students 
exploring the work of 
others to inspire their 
work. Responding to 
the work of others and 
the world around us. 
 

 Develop design 
ideas to support 
presentation and 
production of a final 
outcome.  

 To have strong 
personal meaning 
for work.  

Highlighting success through 
project and using this to 
develop outcome. 

Assessment 
Objective 4 
 
Presenting a 
personal and 
meaningful 
response that 
realises intentions 
and demonstrates 
understanding of 
visual language. 

 

Term 5 
 

   

Term 6 
 

   

 


